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A Note from Executive Director Sam Daly
2020 was another successful year and we are so thankful you were a part of it. 
Guided by our 2018-2020 strategic plan, we’ve been hard at work 
delivering on our mission.

Because of our generous donors and despite having to cancel all events 
beginning in March, 2020 was a year of stable growth. We are 
successfully approaching our challenges as well as our exciting 
opportunities at Believet. 

Believet is gaining momentum to help reduce and prevent veteran 
suicide; every veteran that comes through our door receives 
personalized family treatment. And our program is still 100% 
free.

As you read our annual report, realize the impact you’ve had 
on the lives of veterans, the dogs, and the community as a 
whole. Our contributors make this work possible and we 
thank you so very much.

Sam Daly
Executive Director

            

13885 100th Street East Northfield, MN 55057

Sam Daly, Executive Director and 
Founder of BelievetTM

We work with veterans from all military branches, 
all conflicts, and all geographic locations.  BelievetTM 
service dogs are for veterans and their families who 
have lost hope in the system, hope in themselves, and 
purpose in their lives.

BelievetTM service dogs are custom trained to serve the 
specific needs of their veteran. We adopt dogs from 
shelters and rescue groups and also receive donated 
dogs. Believet teaches each dog valuable obedience 
and service skills before being matched with a veteran. 
Prior to graduation, BelievetTM trains every veteran 
to become a knowledgeable and skilled dog handler 
in a variety of situations. BelievetTM also provides 
graduating veterans the equipment and supplies 
needed for their service dog. We provide client 
support for the life of the dog, to ensure our clients 
have the best success with their service dog.

Our Responsibility to Veterans
22 veterans commit suicide every day in this country, 
a rate that exceeds combat losses. Our courageous 
military men and women are suffering from the 
trauma of war.  Post-Traumatic Stress (PTS) is 
the leading cause of suicide among veterans. PTS 
erodes relationships with loved ones, their public 
engagement, their sense of purpose and (cont.)

Our Program 
BelievetTM provides custom trained psychiatric and 
mobility service dogs, free of charge, to disabled 
military veterans. BelievetTM is a fully qualified 
501c(3) charity located in the peaceful countryside 
of Northfield, MN.   

2020 Graduates Corey
and Oscar



Freedom for Veterans

diminishes their quality of life.  22 veteran suicides per 
day was taken from a study that screened only 21 states, 
meaning the true number may actually be higher.  

More than 540,000 service members, from the Gulf 
Wars alone, have been diagnosed with PTS. Of these 
veterans, 21,000 are living in Minnesota and the 
surrounding area.    

We have a responsibility to help our veterans and our 
communities as these brave men and women return 
to healthy civilian lives.  BelievetTM is trying to do its 
part by providing a safe, non-addictive, non-chemical 
tool to help these veterans return to a more normal 
and independent life.  Service dogs can help reduce 
a veterans need for medications, increase social 
interaction in the public, and give them a purpose that 
a pill can not. Believet’s service dogs give hope. 

Freedom For Veterans
“This dog saves my life every day.  She is not only my 

assistance dog, she has become my greatest companion.” 
  Samantha, United States Army Veteran

“Believet is a group of individuals that love what they do, 
you can see it in their eyes. They care about EVERY DOG AND 

EVERY VET.”
Dave, United States Army Veteran

“...thank you all because what you do really changes 
lives!”
Anonymous

“My dog had definitely made my life better, made 
me a better person and has drastically improved the 

relationship in our family. I can’t thank you enough for all 
BelievetTM has done.”

Anonymous

2 Dogs with a Mission
2020 Graduates Milt

and Shadow

2020 Graduates Bryan
and Piper

BelievetTM Canine Service Partners specializes 
in freedom for veterans, dogs with a mission by 
providing highly skilled assistance dogs, free of 
charge, to disabled military veterans.

Frankie, Service dog
in training, 2020



In 2020:
We added training space. As we grew as an organization it 
made for tight quarters in our training room. We also updated 
the original training space.
Families were adopting dogs during the pandemic! Finding 
dogs to adopt for our program became a challenge as the 
shelters favor families for adoptions of rescue dogs. Despite 
that, we added nine dogs in 2020.
Fifteen Veteran and Service Dog Teams passed their Public 
Access Test! Thirty lives changed.

ADI Candidacy
Believet is proud to announce that our service dog program has 
been approved as a candidate for accreditation by Assistance 
Dogs International (ADI). ADI is internationally recognized 
and is the leading authority in promoting standards of 
excellence for all aspects of service dog training, acquisition, 
and partnership. Believet is now poised to join a wonderful 
group of service dog providers whose shared mission is to 
provide highly skilled and loving assistance dogs for people 
with disabilities. From our beginning, Believet and ADI have 
shared mutual goals of professionalism, competency, and 
ethical program behavior. Gaining this ADI candidacy affirms 
Believet’s commitment to our generous donors, our dedicated 
volunteers, our beautiful dogs, and especially to our injured 
military veterans. Believet provides freedom for veterans 
through dogs with a mission!
To learn more about Assistance Dogs International please visit 
www.assistancedogsinternational.org

Freedom for Veterans 3 Dogs with a Mission

BelievetTM Canine Service Partners specializes 
in freedom for veterans, dogs with a mission by 
providing highly skilled assistance dogs, free of 
charge, to disabled military veterans.

Echo, 2020
Demonstration Dog

Clyde, adopted in
September 2020

Ember, adopted in
November 2020

Myer, adopted in
December 2020
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Dogs With A Mission
Adopting dogs from shelters and rescue groups was a 
challenge in 2020. The number of family adoptions 
greatly increased during the quarantine and on into the 
pandemic. Another challenge in adopting new dogs for 
Believet is the caring approach taken by the dedicated 
people at the shelters; their policy is to normally 
give preference to families over organizations. Our 
commitment to the life-long well being of dogs is not well 
understood.  We added some promising prospects to our 
program from area shelters, but it has been challenging. 
For every dog we place, we change two lives. 

We rescue exceptional dogs to serve an extraordinary 
role. We hope to save two lives with each adoption of a 
shelter or rescue dog. We give them beautiful new futures 
with injured veterans who need a second chance to live 
an independent and more freedom filled life. 

Telling Stories That Matter
Believet entered into a fantastic five-year partnership 
opportunity with Twin Cities Public Television.  TPT has 
an award winning Partnership Program whose mission 
corresponds with one of Believet’s principal goals; we will 
inspire and educate Minnesotans about the important 
work we do to improve the lives of injured veterans. 
The video project is generating extensive awareness of 
Believet’s mission and helps us connect with disabled 
veterans and community supporters. TPT estimates over 
220,000 viewers will learn about Believet’s program!
To view  “A Dog’s Service”, search “Believet Canine 
Service Partners” on Youtube or visit tpt.org and search 
“A Dog’s Service”.

Donor Appreciation
Thank you to all of our contributors!
These are unprecedented times, and we are all learning as 
we go along.  BelievetTM hopes that all of our contributors 
understand that we support them, as we seek support 
ourselves. We all need help, and we all need to help each 
other.
Believet has faith in the future and is hoping that our 
donors will continue to find our work compelling and 
worth supporting. We know that many of you are feeling 
fragile and worried right now. We understand that people 
are uniquely aware of their own mortality today.
It is your dedication to our mission that makes Believet a 
strong and steadfast organization that not only makes an 
impact on veterans, but also on the families, friends and 
communities of our graduate teams.
It is our generous contributors who provide us with 

needed oxygen. We are so very grateful and thankful 
for all of your wonderful support and friendship.  
We are tremendously pleased and gratified that you 
find our mission compelling in the same way that we 
do. Thank you so much! 

Volunteer Appreciation
To all our remarkable volunteers and foster families, 
thank you for your time, expertise and dedication. 
Your hard work makes our mission possible. 
A number of significant volunteer positions were 
filled this year. We are benefiting from the skills 
of our new volunteer bookkeeper. We added 
a volunteer CPA whose contributions to our 
financial responsibilities have been substantial. 
BelievetTM gained several mental health professionals 
experienced with veterans and PTSD for our 
Admissions Committee. A new volunteer trainer 
has been added to our staff as well. The quality of 
our work and our operation continues to improve 
through the grace and skills of our volunteers. We 
are truly blessed to have these generous volunteers.   

BelievetTM Canine Service Partners specializes 
in freedom for veterans, dogs with a mission by 
providing highly skilled assistance dogs, free of 
charge, to disabled military veterans.

2020 Volunteers
Yvette and Patty



Our Privacy Policy 
BelievetTM is committed to respecting the privacy 
of veterans. All personal information including 
medical records, diagnosis, and the reasons for 
needing a service dog are handled with respect and 
confidentiality.   

Looking Ahead to 2021  
In the Fall of 2020 we planned to graduate 13 Veteran 
and Service Dog Teams. Due to the pandemic, we are 
rescheduling those graduations to the Fall of 2021. 
We will have at least 18 Teams at our ceremony!
We have several prospective Board Members ready to 
join us in the new year.  

2020 Staff
Sam Daly, Volunteer Executive Director
Justin Ivers, Director of Operations & Senior Trainer
Kayla Zubke, Operations Assistant & Lead Trainer
Patty Benson, Volunteer Lead Trainer
Morgan Benson, Trainer
Brittany Kvittem, Trainer
Yvette Hammond, Volunteer Trainer
Curt Johnson, Volunteer Trainer
Marissa Joubert, Volunteer Veteran Outreach 
Coordinator
Jessica Sewich, Volunteer Event Coordinator
Debra Stockhill, Volunteer CPA
Marilyn Petersen, Volunteer Bookkeeper
Julia Daly, Volunteer Administrative Support

2020 Board of Directors
Charles Kenow, Chair
Brian Smith, Treasurer
Kayla Zubke, Secretary
George Wickstrom, At Large

In Closing
Believet is thankful for the service of all veterans.
Believet is thankful for all of our contributors.
Believet is thankful for all of our dedicated volunteers 
and foster families that make our program possible.
Our goal is to end veteran suicide, a battle that 
seemingly cannot be won, but BelievetTM service dogs 
give back to our veterans the security and freedom 
they deserve. 
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2020 Believet Trainers
and Veterans

Volunteer Scott and
Service Dog in training Boone

2020 Graduate Oscar

BelievetTM Canine Service Partners specializes 
in freedom for veterans, dogs with a mission by 
providing highly skilled assistance dogs, free of 
charge, to disabled military veterans.
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2020 Financials
Expenses
   Program Expenses..............               .................. 97%
   Management.......................           ..................... 1.5%
   Fundraising Expenses.........          ...................... 1.5%
   Total Expense.....................               ................. 100%

Assets
   Checking/Savings...............
   Prepaid Expenses................
   Undeposited Funds ...........
   Total Current Assests......... 

   Fixed Assets........................
   Total Fixed Assets............... 
   Total Assets......................... 

Liabilities and Equity
Liabilities
   Accounts Payable................ 
   Accrued Expenses.............. 
   Debt Settlement................. 
   Total Current Liabilites...... 

Equity
   Opening Balance Equity.....
   Unrestricted Net Assets...... 
   Net Income......................... 
   Total Equity........................ 
   Total Liabilites and Equity.. 
  

2020 Graduate
Claire

Izzy at the Veterans Memorial 
Park in Northfield, MN

$256,037
$3,000
$3,127
$262,164

$163,199
$1,406
$6,946
$171,550

$1,428
$1,428
$172,978

$2,111
$5,640
$76,951
$84,700

$10
$105,543
($17.275)
$88,268
$172,978

BelievetTM Canine Service Partners specializes 
in freedom for veterans, dogs with a mission by 
providing highly skilled assistance dogs, free of 
charge, to disabled military veterans.



Our Supporters
A Gosack
A Newkirk
A Nicholson
Aldrich
Amazon Smile
American Legion #104
American Legion #630 Brooklyn Center
American Legion Aux #491
American Legion Auxiliary First District MN 
American Legion Auxiliary Hellenic Unit #129
American Legion Post #566 
American Legion Post #95 Glencoe
American Legion Riders Post #566
Ameriprise Financial
Ameriprise Financial Employee Gift Matching Program
Arendt
Barry Donor Advised Fund
Baysinger
Beck
Benda
Beyond The Yellow Ribbon Lino Lakes
Blue Cross Blue Shield Employee Gift Matching Progra
Born
B Smith
Burhans
C Johnston
Cannon Ridge Veterinary Clinic LLC
Capt. Buddie J. Penn, USN
Carol Kramer Charitable Gift Fund
Castore and Zaveruha
College City Beverage
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association
D Stauff
Domino’s Pizza LLC
Double Barrel Guiding LLC
Mitchell Charitable Foundation
Duchene
E Nadler
Eaves
Ecolab Employee Gift Matching Progra
F Kafkas
Faribault Rotary Youth Services
Fidelity Charitable
Frances O. Smith, DVM
General Dynamics Mission Systems, Inc.
General Dynamics Mission Systems, Inc. Employee Gift Matching
Greater Twin Cities United Way
Grossbach
Gunderson and Fenton
Hammond
Heartman Insurance
Hellenic Auxiliary Post #129
Herndon
Hoelscher
Hoffmann
Ivers
J Daly
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J Lanthier
J Walls
J Wutzke
Jirik Sod Farm
JOD
K Schilling
K Toering
Kennedy
Kenow
Kenyon Holden Warsaw Mutual
Lake Elmo Jaycees
Listberger
M Hays
Mulligan Landscaping
Noonan
Northfield Kennels
Oliverius
Paypal Giving Fund
Pet Vet On Wheels
Polaris Inc.
Polaris Inc. Employee Gift Matching Program
R Bethke
S Henry
S Thomas
Sather Jewelry
Schulz Electric
Smiley
St. Louis Community Foundation
Stockinger
Storlie
Sun Life Financial
Sunderlin
Suzanne Holmes Hodder Legacy Fund and The LeagueAires
T Brake
T Daly
T Lowe
Taylor Truck Line Inc.
Tee It Up for the Troops
Teradata Employee Gift Matching Program
Thompson
Together, we can help break the stigma of mental health and to help veterans 
and their families return to a peaceful, productive and hopeful life. BelievetTM 
thanks all of the businesses, groups, and individuals that support our mission. 

BelievetTM Canine Service Partners specializes 
in freedom for veterans, dogs with a mission by 
providing highly skilled assistance dogs, free of 
charge, to disabled military veterans.

Sully, 2020 Service
Dog in Training


