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Spring Fling!
W

Believet Founder Sam Daly

Luna, Service Dog
in Training

hat a great time was had at
the annual Spring Fling held
Saturday, April 9th at the Northfield
Ballroom! Presented to us through the
creative talents of Lori Davies, Event
Coordinator, it was definitely a night to
remember.
An abundant and enthusiastic crowd
gathered to enjoy this free-admission,
family-friendly event, brought to us by
our dedicated event sponsors and the
efforts of over 25 Believet volunteers.
Those in attendance experienced the
story of Believet and greeted the canine
ambassadors who happily demonstrated
their skills. Guests enjoyed appetizers,
live and silent auctions, a wine and
spirits pull, games and live music by the
Drive South trio.
Canines Emma and Finn were featured
in the “Cash for Canines” live auction.
Proceeds support the costs of food
while in foster care, veterinarian
oversight, and training. There was great excitement and competitive bidding for prizes
that included Minnesota Wild tickets, a Big Game Hunt for two, and an in-home dog
behavior consultation by our professional Believet trainers. The audience responded
with exciting and happy competition to meet and exceed fundraising goals. Sam Daly,
Executive Director, was moved by the overwhelming positive response. He was heard to
say, “People opened their hearts to Believet and responded with great kindness. We are
incredibly grateful for this awe-inspiring support.”
The staff and volunteers of Believet are appreciative of the sustaining patronage given
by the sponsors who stepped forward to make this outstanding event possible. They
are: Iron Workers Local Union #512, Southeast Minnesota Building Trades Council,
Laborer’s Local Union #563, Iron Workers District Council of the North Central States,
Harry Brown’s Family Automotive, and Remax Experts. We are honored to have them
as partners in Believet’s effort to enhance the lives of the veterans who need and are so
deserving of our help!

Ruth, 2022 Service
Dog Graduate
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here’s a feeling of hope that comes with spring as we shed
off snow-filled ditches and grey clouds. At Believet we
have so much to look forward to. The good work of Believet
continued almost uninterrupted during the challenges of
a pandemic in the past two years. Among the 17 veteran
and dog teams who graduated in 2021, were those who had
actually completed their training and passed their public
access tests in 2020. Because of restrictions for gathering,
they had patiently waited to celebrate the following year.
So far this year, four veterans have been qualified for the
Believet program. Two have been partnered with their dog
and are currently in training. Since our graduation last fall,
there have been four more veterans who have completed their
training and are ready for 2022 graduation. We are excited
that seven puppies have also joined the program this year!
You may be aware that Believet has been actively involved
in accreditation through the Assistance Dogs International
(ADI) program. ADI is a leading authority in the global
service dog industry who set high standards of excellence,
accountability, transparency and professionalism for nonprofit organizations that train and place service dogs. These
are all attributes which describe Believet’s core values. In
2019, Believet applied to ADI’s Candidate Program in order
to become an accredited member. After a mandatory two
years in their candidacy period, Believet has gained official
candidate status for accreditation. It is a possibility that
Believet will be a fully accredited member of ADI by the
winter of 2022.
By gaining accreditation through ADI, Believet will have the
opportunity for their service dogs to become Dogs of Record
by the Veterans Administration. A veteran partnered by a
Dog of Record is able to have costs covered for veterinary
care, supplies, and transportation to service dog training,
saving them thousands of dollars. Accreditation will also
help Believet compete for grant dollars that are currently not
available to them. Being accredited will serve to add validity
to Believet’s work in providing the highest quality service
dogs to our veterans.
Another development in the service dog community is the
Puppies Assisting Wounded Servicemembers (PAWS) Act
of 2021. Under the PAWS Act, the Department of Veterans
Affairs will implement a grant program for pairing service
dogs with eligible veterans. New research the VA has accessed
has confirmed that service dogs help reduce the symptoms
associated with post-traumatic stress disorder.
As possibilities within the field of service dog training and
placement develop, Believet will continue to define ways to
meet the growing demands for veterans, to study how to be
more efficient, and be creative in meeting new demands.
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ori Davies joined Believet this year as a volunteer in the
capacity of Event Coordinator. Her work ethic, creative
abilities and leadership made this year’s Spring Fling a
resounding success. Lori was introduced to the organization
by friend and fellow Believet volunteer, Marilyn Petersen,
who recognized her energy and interest in supporting our
veterans.
Lori and her husband, Barry, live in Rosemount. They
have four children and five grandchildren, which includes
two sets of twins born six months apart. For over 32 years,
Lori has been a realtor serving an area from Owatonna to
Northfield. She has specialized in representing buyers of new
construction and model homes. With a widely established
network, she enjoys working with people with the ultimate
goal of making them happy.
With boundless energy, Lori has provided childcare for her
twin granddaughters, but has found a few hours of spare
time now that they are in preschool. We are so fortunate
that she has chosen to fill that gap volunteering at Believet.
Her history with involvement in fundraising events, a love of
dogs, and a desire to give back to our military veterans has
been invaluable to our organization.
Lori says, “Believet is an amazing organization. They help
so many veterans with the expert training that’s provided
to the veteran and dog
partnerships.” She was
quite moved by a friend
who relayed his personal
story of being rescued by
Believet’s program.
To others considering
volunteering their time,
Lori makes the following
recommendation:
“Believet is a great place
to volunteer. As I see
them growing, they need
people power in many
areas to reach their goals
down the road. Know
your strengths and they
will help you find out
Lori Davis, Believet Volunteer
where you can fit in.”
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BelievetTM Canine Service Partners specializes in freedom for
veterans, dogs with a mission by providing highly skilled
assistance dogs, free of charge, to disabled military veterans.

that in myself at the time.” Kathy immediately made an
appointment for her and Dave to visit Believet Canine
Service Partners. “I didn’t have a choice”, says Dave. “I’m glad
I went because it’s the best thing that’s ever happened to me.”
Dave started his journey with Believet and one day, while at
a meeting in the training room, he was feeling particularly
stressed. One of the dogs, Jack, a fluffy gray standard poodle,
was let out of his kennel by the trainer. With a dog’s instinct,
Jack knew he was needed and went directly to Dave to lay
his head in his lap. “I felt the stress actually drain from me,”
Dave said. “Right then Jack chose me and saved my life.”
Dave has been amazed at what Believet’s highly trained
service dogs can do for the veterans they are partnered with.
They fetch dropped items like cell phones, keys, and even
credit cards. They can wake a veteran from nightmares by
turning on the lights and nuzzling them awake. “Jack was
taught to help me up from the ground. He sits and responds
to the brace command so that I can grab his collar and pull
myself up.” Another trained dog was called in to help Dave
and Jack learn the process.

Service Dog Emma Training
with Morgan

“The best thing about Believet is that we are all family,”
Dave says. “We share about our lives and it’s a place where a
veteran’s opinion really counts. I wouldn’t be standing here
today if it wasn’t for Jack!” Jack and I are fantastic now. I’ll
continue to tell the Believet story whenever I can.”

Canine in Training
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mma, a 6-month-old yellow Lab puppy, came to Believet
through a donation by Jeff and Maureen Clipperton. At
All Seasons Canine Country Club in Corcoran, MN, the
Clippertons breed high quality Labs with traits that make
them just right for service work. The puppies are bred with
a calm disposition, are food motivated and love to work.
The staff at All Seasons Canine Country Club launch each
puppy on their journey with an abundance of caring, expert
knowledge and the basic conditioning that will make them
successful as a veteran’s partner. Emma is growing happy and
healthy in the foster care of Believet trainer Morgan Benson.
Every day Emma comes to work with Morgan, eager to learn
and serve.

Dave and Jack

A

while ago, Kathy Duchene was able to attend a Believet
presentation at her church where Sam Daly, Believet
Executive Director, talked about how service dogs can
support veterans with physical disabilities, post-traumatic
stress and traumatic brain injury. Kathy recognized right away
some of the characteristics of her husband’s struggle to adjust
after military service. “My wife saw me fighting with anxieties
and unwanted memories of Vietnam. I couldn’t recognize

Freedom for Veterans

Service Dog Jack with Dave
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Foster Families

I

t takes a special person to be able to take on the
responsibility of fostering a future service dog. Fostering
gives our volunteers the opportunity to take part in the
training and care of dogs, who will go on to help their
veterans in incomparable ways.
Fostering a service dog comes with plenty of kisses and
snuggles, but it also requires work. Foster volunteers do
a lot of the heavy-lifting during the first few months of a
service dog’s life. They teach the young dogs to go potty
appropriately, and teach them basic commands and manners.
They also socialize the dogs, which is extremely important
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because the dogs need to remain calm in a variety of
situations.
For foster families, parting with the dog they raised and loved
for many months is sweetened by the knowledge that they are
helping a veteran and their family. Thank you foster families.
You are so important to Believet’s success.
If you are interested in becoming a foster family, please call
Believet at 507-649-1111.

4

Northfield, Minnesota

