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2nd Annual Believet Golf Event

T
Sam Daly, Founder of Believet
Canine Service Partners, with
Congresswoman Angie Craig

Special Visitor

Believet recently hosted a visit by
Congresswoman, Angie Craig.
Though Believet does not support
any political party, we were glad
to share the story of our amazing
program in support of military
veterans.

Fall 2022
Graduation Ceremony
Sunday, October 16 • 3-5pm
Rush Creek Golf Club
7801 County Road 101, Maple Grove, MN

We are proud to announce
our next graduation ceremony
honoring the success of seven
veteran and canine teams. We
are filled with
anticipation to
see what Maureen
Clipperton,
Event
Coordinator
has in store
for us that day.
Please join us!
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he 2nd Annual Believet Golf Event was
a huge success. The weather cooperated
and we all had a great time at the beautiful
Northfield Golf Club.
Golfers, visitors and volunteers were awed
by the extensive military display provided
by Richard Cady. The gallery was full of
onlookers who came to see the moving
opening ceremony, where Board Chair,
Brian Smith, offered a prayer and Founder,
Sam Daily, gave a beautiful rendition of our
national anthem. Ceremonial flags were
presented by the Patriotic Heritage Honor
Guard and Lynn Ista, Pipe Major, performed
Amazing Grace on the bagpipes.
With a shotgun start the action began as
The Northfield Construction Company team,
teams teed off at each hole marked with a
L-R: Chris Kennelly, Steve Boardman,
Believet pin. Service dogs and their trainers
Chris Momberg, Jason Enfield
cheered on from the greens as players did
their best to show their expert swings and
try for a hole in one. After much fun and
laughter, the Heartman Insurance Team
became first-place-winners, followed by
Northfield Construction in second place.
Activities of the day were captured by
Bridgette Hallcock of Hallcock Photography,
and Carissa Erickson.
Believet is so grateful for the participation of
The Heartman Insurance Team,
everyone involved, especially the incredible
L-R: Justin Tran, Mike French,
Ryan Hausen, Nate Hausen
talent and efforts of Event Coordinator,
Jessica Sewich. Introduced to Believet several
years ago when her own dog was in need of some training, Jessica witnessed our trainers
working with dogs to teach turning on lights, opening doors, and interrupting sleep
disturbance. “I fell in love. I was hooked. I had to be part of this,” was her immediate
reaction. We are so glad she decided to join us in such a big way!
So many wonderful people came together to make our event a huge success and attain
our fundraising goal. Together they have helped to strengthen Believet’s mission to
partner military veterans with highly-trained service dogs.
continued next page
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We thank the following for their generosity:

Of course, the natural outcome for we humans is reduced
stress and lowered blood pressure.
At Believet, service-dogs-in-training are taught the visit
command, in which they come to their veteran partner and
quietly lay their head on their knee or chest. The dogs will
also take it upon themselves to visit their owner when they
detect higher stress levels. Veterans report that when their
dog visits they can feel the stress leaving their body. Others
have told stories of their dog alerting them in times of an
impending physical event, such as heart attack or stroke.
Of course, the expert training that dogs receive at Believet
goes far beyond the visit command. Each dog’s custom
training in the specific assistance skills to meet the individual
needs of their veteran lasts approximately 12-18 months. As
a team, they continue training an additional 120 hours or
more.
Our investment in service dogs for veterans can help reduce
the need for medications, help provide confidence and
support, help keep families together, help attain and sustain
employment, and improve overall health and productivity.
These are benefits to the veteran, but are also benefits to the
greater community that we all share.

Venue: Beth Demann and the Northfield Golf Club Staff
Entertainment Sponsor: CarTime Auto Center
Dinner Sponsors: TruChoice Financial and C&S Vending
Platinum Sponsors: Heartman Insurance, Keith Pumper
Plumbing and Heating, College City Beverage, Thurin,
Thurin and Associates
Gold Sponsors: Northfield Construction Company, Taylor
Truck Line, Inc., Maple Grove NW Jaycees, Dr. Katie –
PetVet, Heritage Bank, Carleton College, Merchants Bank,
Frank Grazzini, The Nicholson Family, The “Golden”
Foursome
Hole in One Sponsor: Pete and Lori Jirik
Raffle Donors: Nate Hausen, Stone Brewing; Steve Williams,
Johnson Brothers; Hollie Laney, Woodbury MedSpa
Prize Donors: George Wickstrom, Charlie and Dianne Kyte
Veteran Foursome Sponsor: Jeff Reigle
Setup: The Rice County 4-H Exchange Group and
neighborhood kids Kysen and Nyah Tran, Sam and Ceci
Chapp, Samantha Benjamin, and Ally Hausen.
Again, Believet is heartily grateful for all of you.
See you next year!

Volunteer Spotlight

A

bout five years ago Scott Listberger was in need of
boarding for his dog. His search connected him with
Sam Daly, founder of Believet Canine Service Partners. He
visited the facility in Northfield, and fell into conversation
with Sam, spending over two hours touring the training
room, meeting the trainers and seeing the dogs in action.
Being a military veteran himself, it was easy for Scott to

Hearts Aligned

E

veryone has witnessed, either personally or indirectly, the
incredible bond between a human and their dog. Our
dogs show us love, loyalty, and works diligently to please us.
Their incredible senses tune into when we’re happy, when we
need comfort, and even when we need their help.
A dog’s hearing ability is one of the tools that allows them
to communicate with their human on a personal level. The
range of a dog’s hearing extends far beyond our own, almost
double that of ours, to the point they can hear our heartbeat
even from across the room. We often see them focused,
with ears tipped forward, or turning their heads to zero in
on something they’re listening to that our own hearing just
can’t detect. Some dogs seek comfort by coming close to
their human to listen to their heart. Pregnant women have
reported their animal cozying up to listen to the rhythm of
their baby’s heartbeat.
A recent study from the
Monash University in
Australia tells us that not only
do dogs detect their owner’s
heartbeat from a distance,
but that both reap immediate
benefits from the attachment.
The study further revealed that
dogs have the amazing ability
to regulate their own heartbeat
Courtney Hawkins, with
to match that of their owner.
foster dog Benji
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Scott and Mona Listberger
with foster dog Finn
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BelievetTM Canine Service Partners specializes in freedom for
veterans, dogs with a mission by providing highly skilled
assistance dogs, free of charge, to disabled military veterans.

Patty and Ruth

understand the impact that an expertly-trained service dog
can have on the life of a veteran making the transition from
military to civilian life.
On the way home, Scott called his wife, Mona. “Guess
what,” he said. “We’re now a foster family for a service dog
in training!” Mona was completely on board with the idea,
and soon Ginger became the first to join their family, which
includes two dogs of their own. Over the years, they’ve
fostered five Believet dogs, their current one being Finn, who
came to them when he was four months old.
With Scott and Mona, Finn has learned potty etiquette and
basic commands, such as sit (until told to release), down, off
(not to jump on people), and leave it (not to pick an item up
from the ground even though it’s wanted.) Soon Finn will go
on to more advanced training with the Believet team. Staying
with Scott and Mona during weekends, he will spend his
weekdays at the kennel learning the advanced skills he needs
to be partnered with a veteran.
Of course, Scott and Mona know when they foster a dog, that
the day will come to hand the leash over to the veteran and
say goodbye to their furry friend. “We meet the veteran the
dog has been partnered with, and keep coaching the dog to
reinforce training as they go through the program together.
We’re so lucky to see them learn and grow. It’s sad to say
goodbye, but the end result is well worth it.”
If you’re thinking of fostering a Believet dog, Scott has a few
words of advice: “Just try it. The staff are there to help you
out every step of the way. Look at the big picture!”
Finn has become a celebrity in his own right. The staff of
Renewal by Andersen are helping to share the Believet story
through a video chronicle of Finn in foster care and training.
Stay tuned for more on that subject!

Freedom for Veterans

Please meet Patty Fields
and her dog, Ruth! Ruth
came to live with Patty
in January of 2022 and
it’s been a tale of true
companionship since.
Patty attended a
Minnesota Action
Council for Veterans
event where they bring
resources for veterans
together in one place.
Sam Daly, Believet
Executive Director, was
in attendance. Patty met
Sam and learned about
the Believet program and
how service dogs can
support veterans with
traumatic brain injury
and post-traumatic stress. At the time, Patty was not ready to
apply for the program even though her sister encouraged her
to. She wanted to understand how a service dog could help
her before applying for the program.
Patty, a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, served in Aviation,
Oceanography and Meteorology while stationed in Japan
and Hawaii. She suffered an injury during active duty. Fast
forward over a decade after meeting Sam, Patty started
her journey with Believet. Ruth’s innate sense of time and
intuitiveness help Patty manage post-traumatic stress.
When asked what she loves most about Ruth, “Everyone who
meets Ruth loves her.” “She’s a highly intelligent dog and her
intuitiveness is amazing!”
Patty would highly recommend service dogs for veterans. “I
am so thankful to have Ruth in my life. She has made such a
positive impact!” Patty added, “I am so grateful for Believet,
its program, and the generosity of donors!”
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Foster Families

I

t takes a special person to be able to take on the
responsibility of fostering a future service dog. Fostering
gives our volunteers the opportunity to take part in the
training and care of dogs, who will go on to help their
veterans in incomparable ways.
Fostering a service dog comes with plenty of kisses and
snuggles, but it also requires work. Foster volunteers do
a lot of the heavy-lifting during the first few months of a
service dog’s life. They teach the young dogs to go potty
appropriately, and teach them basic commands and manners.
They also socialize the dogs, which is extremely important
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because the dogs need to remain calm in a variety of
situations.
For foster families, parting with the dog they raised and loved
for many months is sweetened by the knowledge that they are
helping a veteran and their family. Thank you foster families.
You are so important to Believet’s success.
If you are interested in becoming a foster family, please call
Believet at 507-215-5736.
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